The OM7M Contest Station

It all started in March 1949 when a
radio club was set up in the small indus-
trnal town of Partizanske in the middle
of Czechoslovakia. Four years later,
the callsign OK3KAP was assigned
and true radio activity commenced.
Radio clubs in the Soviet bloc were
often sponsored by state-owned facto-
nes and were encouraged to use VHF.

In 1993, Czechoslovakia was
peacefully divided into two countries
and the OM prefix is used in Slovakia,
the eastern part of the former repub-
ic. The spirit of radio contesting is very
strong In Eastern Europe and many
groups continue as private clubs. The
ream of OM3KAP found an excellent
'ocation in the outskirts of town and
slarted building a competitive short-
wvave station in the 1990s, emphasiz-
ng the low bands. In 1995, they
acquired a shorter callsign, OM7M,
and an adequate name—The Low
Bands Contest Club.

The guardian angel of the club is
Peter, OM3PA. Peter keeps the ar-
chives of the club, spanning over 60
years, with records of activities by well
over 200 members. He has been in the
club for only some 50 years. Today the
core group consists of around 10 per-
sons. Then, there are always a few
guest operators, and a small bunch of
apprentices—young members.

The OM7M station is located on a
nill with a small cabin and impressive
towers with huge, homemade anten-
nas. The club has a website at <www.
om/m.org> where contest results of
the past decade are proudly displayed.

(Cover photo and “On the Cover” by
Henryk Kotowski, SMOJHF)
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: . , SPSEO
40 meters: KZBE, JATOXA, (Z8FFA , S58MU
30 meters: JATOXR .
20 meters: KBAUUZ. JATOXR, IZBFFA. SPSEOT, S58MU
17 meters: JATOXR
15 meters: KZBE. JA7TOXRA. IZBFFA SPSEQT. SS8MU
10 meters: KZBE, KBSULUZ, SS8MU

| Asla: SPSEOT
Africa: KZBE, S58MU
Europe: KBSUUZ, SPSEOT
Oceania. S58MU

N. America: KBBULIZ SSEML
S. America: KBAUUZ, S58MU

Award ol Excellence Holders, NAMM WACRW, KSUR K2VV.
VEIXN, DLIMDD, DUTCX, DLIAK, WB4SL DLTAA, ON4AOX,
SAZAA OKIEA OK1MP, N4NO Z1L3G0 WABOY 10X WALIMP
KOUN, WaVQ KF20, WBSCNL. WI1JR. FORM, WSUR. CT1FL.
WASOMO. WBILC, VETDP, KeBG. WICU, GABUE NIED
LUIIYLWAE NNAQ. KASA VETWJ VETIO. NZAC, WONUF, N4NX_
SMODJZ, DKSAD, WDDIC W3ARK, LA7JO, VKASS, IBYRK,
SMOAJL, NSTV. WeOUL WBAZRL WARYTM. SMBDMHU. NAKE
1ZUTY, MEAT VKGNS DEBDXM DE4SY, UR2QD, ABSO FMSWD.
I2DMK. SMBCST VEING, NJQJ. PYZDBU, HIBLC, KASW, K3UA

The bottom line is this: We have a licence,
we have authority to land via ship, hence
when the ship becomes available in the near
future, it is my intention to activate this enti-
ty in 2011.

The team has worked tirelessly to remove
the hurdles that were placed before the team
at the last minute,

As time was running out for this window
of opportunity, and before more operators
became stuck here in Palawan, the decision
was made to postpone the activation.

A call was placed to PARA advising them
that a postponement of the activation would
be sought to a date in the near future, where
the activation will look at again taking place.

All equipment will need to be exported out
of the Philippines to comply with the current
Philippine Customs Law in which it was
brought into the country.

The plan is to be re-assessed so the cur-
rent operators have the first opportunity to
be on this future tnp.

Once more information is at hand, | will
advise the DX Community.

Regards, Chns, VK3FY, Team Leader
DXoDx~

The “PJ” Story Continues
Remember those New Ones we all

worked back in October—the “PJ"

story? Well, hopefully by the time you
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