Quick Score V1.4





If you are upgrading from a previous version you can go directly to the new items section at the end of this document.





The following notes will help you get started with Quick Score.


Quick Score Capability





Quick Score reads a CT Version 9 contest.bin file, and prepares the scoring, analysis, and log reports for the following contests:





VK/ZL Oceania DX Contest


Japan International DX Contest (DX side)


Commonwealth Contest


Remembrance Day contest


John Moyle Field Day (Field Station)


John Moyle Field Day (Home Station)





CT Version 8 should also work OK, but I have not fully tested the older versions. I currently use CT version 9.23 and 9.35





Quick Score is a Windows, push button, program and can be multi-tasked with CT by running CT as a DOS session under windows. In this way, progress can be monitored during the contest. Alternatively, you can take a copy of the contest.bin file to another computer and check progress that way.





Quick Score displays a summary of the current score and a margin analysis which indicates the value of the next QSO on each band and the value of the next multiplier on each band. You can also check your multiplier counts. The full log can also be scanned on a band by band basis.





Printed Reports





Summary sheet showing scores and declaration for signature;


Analysis of QSOs and multipliers by hour and band;


Log for each band showing points, bonuses and multipliers claimed;


Duplicate check sheet in alphabetical order for each band; and


Prefix check sheet in alphabetical order for each band.





Text File Reports (ASCII)


Summary sheet (Qscore.sum)


All Band Log (Qscore.all)


Individual Band Reports (Qscore.160, Qscore.80, ….. Qscore.10)


�
Installation





For a new installation, the single 3.5” floppy disk (or the QS.ZIP file) includes a self installing utility, and is installed from the Windows program manager as follows:





	Insert the disk in drive A (or drive B).


	In the Program Manager, choose RUN from the File Menu.


	Type A:\Setupqs [Enter]; or





	You can install from a hard disk by running “Setupqs.exe”





If for any reason the installation does not proceed smoothly, you can perform a manual installation to achieve the following results.





The following files must reside in	C:\Windows\System


						grid.vbx


					thread.vbx


					vbrun300.dll





The remaining files can reside in 	C:\QS





You may need to install the font: LFSTAT.TTF if not already installed in your Windows system. This font is needed to correctly display the JA prefecture table in the JA DX contest.





For Windows 95 you can use the following steps to install a new font.





Select: “My Computer” | Control Panel | Fonts | File | Install New Font.


Select the drive and path to the new font file


Select the new font file: LFSTAT.TTF





For Windows 3.xx you can use the following steps to install a new font.





Select: “Main” | Control Panel | Fonts | Add |


Select the drive and path to the new font file


Select LFSTAT.TTF


Select OK and Close





Customisation





LOCAL.DAT





The file named “Local.dat” is an ASCII file used to indicate local prefixes - ie not DX.





You can check the format of this file and make up your own “local.dat” file for your country prefixes. After customisation this file will be permanent for all contests.





If your country has hundreds of prefixes, you may prefer not to create a large Local.dat file. In this case you can reduce the size of the Local.dat file to your own prefix.





For example, Peter NN9K could use the following line in his Local.dat file:





NN1 NN2 NN3 NN4 NN5 NN6 NN7 NN8 NN9 NN0





If you choose the short Local.dat file, then you will need to ensure that any local (non scoring) contacts are marked as such in the log. Methods for achieving this are explained under the section “CT Options” for methods of excluding doubtful contacts).





When scoring the VK / ZL / Oceania DX contest, Quick Score uses the “Local.dat” file to ensure that points are not allocated for QSOs between stations in the same country. 





QS.CFG





All contests use the QS.cfg file, which specifies the cover sheet details. Again you can use a text editor to check the format of this file and make up your own QS.cfg file for each contest cover sheet. When you run QuickScore, remember to copy your xxx.cfg file to QS.CFG.





BERU.DAT


The Commonwealth Contest uses the BERU.DAT file to check for valid call areas. This file also tells QuickScore any equivalent prefixes. For example, VI4AAA is the same call area as VK4AAA. You can edit this file to reflect any changes in call area status. The following rules apply to the format of BERU.DAT:


Each call area must be shown on a separate line;


The * (star) character is used after a two character call area to indicate that any subsequent characters are valid. (For example 6Y*) 


The = character is used after any call area to show that it is equivalent to the call area on the next line. For example: 


VI4=


VK4


A description of the call area and any free format comments may be placed on each line - commencing after column 5.


The file BERU97.DAT is the 1997 version. which includes Hong Kong. You may want to use this version to check any old logs.


Operation





As a general learning exercise you can safely experiment with the following buttons:





[Contest]	Select the desired contest from the list of contests. This will establish the correct points table.





[Load]	Select the desired drive\directory\ct.bin contest file.





[Update]	Can be used to reload the current contest file for score updates.





[band #]	Browse the log for the selected band.





[Dates]	This button was added to correct errors that used to arise on my Compaq Laptop. The Laptop operating system failed to update the system date when passing through midnight.





	I have since found the cause and remedy to the Laptop problem, and have not needed to use the [Dates] button for a long time. I suggest you ignore this button.





[Cover]	You can browse the details to be printed on the cover sheet. The default details are read from the text file: QS.cfg. The QS.cfg file is best edited with any text editor - rather than making modifications while in Quick Score.





[Print]	First select the desired report, mode, and band with the option buttons. The print operation is then activated by pressing the OK button. When you have finished printing all reports, press the [Cancel] button. This system allows the printing of a single band log - without the need to print all the other bands. I have found this to be a more convenient approach - particularly if I later discover a doubtful contact on a single band.





The “Write to File” button will write all ASCII Text files ready for any final editing and electronic log submission.





When viewing the log within QuickScore, column widths can be changed by “dragging” the dividing line between the headings. The cursor symbol will change when the pointer is on the drag line. If you use CT with a radio interface, you will find this feature useful for showing split frequencies. Both the transmit and receive frequencies will be visible by making the frequency column wider. The CT.bin file stores precise frequency information for both VFO A and VFO B.


CT Options


The following suggestions relate to the operation of CT during and after the contest.





Use the CQ WPX Contest for single mode contests. e.g. the VK/ZL/Oceania contest, the JA DX contest, and the Commonwealth Contest.


Use the Dxpedition option for mixed mode contests. e.g. Remembrance Day and John Moyle Field Day.


In any contest, record portable stations with a suffix to show the call area of portable operation. e.g. VK4MZ/4


After the contest, use CT in “Post Contest” mode to exclude any doubtful QSOs before running Quick Score.


A doubtful QSO can be excluded from the score by either:


preceding the received serial number with an alpha character - e.g. X123; or


setting the received serial number to zero.


My preferred method is (a).


In the BERU contest you can use any of two methods to indicate HQ stations.


Option 1


		Enter the call sign followed by /HQ


	For example VI4WIA/HQ


	Option 2


		Enter the received serial number followed by H


		For example VI4WIA		599 033H


	The CT serial number data entry field allows up to 4 characters. Therefore, if you receive a 4 character serial number then you will need to use option 1 to record the HQ





QuickScore will recognise both options and will present the log with HQ shown in the new bonuses column.





That’s about all you need to get started. QuickScore will virtually do everything required to produce a good paper and electronic log. Whilst it is not a flash bells and whistles commercial product like CT, it does perform its intended purpose very well.


Future Enhancements


If there is sufficient desire for other contests to be included in Quick Score, then I will add your requests to my list of things to do.





Please remember that this is a very casual part-time development, and not a commercial enterprise. My family (6 children) take first priority.





Please send me a note if you have any questions or require any assistance.


Best wishes for your future contesting.





Regards, 


John, VK4EMM





E-mail:  John_Loftus@vettweb.net.au


�
New Items in V1.4


1.	Added Commonwealth (BERU) contest. (Any testing and feedback would be appreciated)


2.	All r
